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L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R  

 
Welcome to the first edition of the 2019—2020 CTE News, the Tempe Union 
High School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 7500 
students currently enrolled in 19 different CTE programs in our district 
ranging from Culinary to  Engineering, Automotive Technology to 
Stagecraft, and many more.  
  
All of our CTE programs encourage teachers and students to interact with 
local businesses and community members, and as the new school year begins 
they are working hard to expand such opportunities.  For example, on 
September 26, 2019 we held our 4th Annual CTE Industry Meet & Greet.  At 
this event we had over 30 local businesses available to meet with our teachers 
and discuss ways to enhance the education for their students.  And we are 
busy planning our 2nd CTE Showcase on November 21, 2019.  In addition, 
this fall we are continuing our middle school outreach program.  As part of 
this program, our teachers and students are visiting middle schools in both of 
our feeder districts sharing information about the different careers explored in 
our CTE programs.   
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our Construction, Automotive Technology 
and Law & Public Safety CTE Programs.    
We hope you enjoy the information shared 
in this newsletter, and look forward to 
sharing more with you in the future! 
 

Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 
 
October 17 FBLA on Ice Fall 
 Conference 
 
October 18 Connolly Middle 
 School CTE 
 Presentation 
 STEM Pro Live 
 
October 21 Digital 
 Communications 
 Cadre 
 
October 22 Technical Theatre Cadre 
 Meeting 
 
 EdRising Fall 
 Conference 
 Software Cadre 
 
October 23 CTE Presentation at 
 Centennial Middle 
 School 
 
 Interdistrict CTE PLC 
 at MDN 
 
October 24 Photography Cadre 
 
October 28 CTE Program Lead  
 Cadre Meeting 
 
October 29 Law and Public Safety 
 PLC 
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WHAT WE DO IN AUTOMOTIVE 
By Trevor Vander Kamp, MHS Student 

In our Automotive program at McClintock High School we start each year by learning safety.  

It is crucial that the students learn how to be safe in an automotive workshop. After students 

learn that students learn the fundamentals of maintaining a car, such as batteries, tires, 

starting systems, and brakes.  As students enter your second year of auto, students start 

working on the computer.  Students learn more about how cars function.  They also get to help 

teach what we learned the year prior to the new beginning students.  This not only helps the 

beginning students; it also helps refresh their minds on what they learned the year before.  

Students also get to work on a lot more cars this year rather than demonstration engines, shop 

cars, etc.  The third year of auto they continue their computer work and start to prepare for the 

state assessment and ASE certification tests.  This final year students really learn everything 

about how and why cars function.  Students work on many vehicles for other students, 

teachers, and others.  You learn how to be respectful towards others property all throughout 

automotive. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

TURNING STUDENTS INTO WOODWORKERS 

Jon Diaz, MDN Student 

As part of the Arizona’s woodturners Association quest to connect with local schools 
and give back to the community, 4 Local turners gave the students at Marcos de Niza 
in the Construction Program the chance to expand their skills and learn some turning 
tips and tricks from the professionals. During a 90-minute workshop, students learn 
how to turn spindles, square and live edge bowls. Students were given the chance to 
work hands on with the and learn new turning and finishing techniques. The AZ 
woodturners association hopes to make this a regular event and inspire students to 
take up turning at a young age.  

 

  

Focus on CTE Leadership 

By Program 

 

Lindsey Danskin, 

MDN Law & Public Safety  

CTE Program Lead 

   

This is my 20th year teaching. I 
started at Mountain Pointe, 
then Corona, and finally back 
"home" to Marcos (where I 
graduated from!)  My 
Undergrad Degree is in 
Education, Political Science, 
Government and Law. I have 
two Master's Degrees, 
Curriculum & Instruction and 
one in Behavioral Psychology. I 
LOVE being a teacher, and I 
absolutely adore every minute I 
spend with my students.  They 
have chosen my class for a 
reason, so they really want to 
be successful each and every 
day-and it shows!  Working 
closely with the Tempe Police 
Department, especially our own 
Detective O'Brien, has 
completely evolved our LPS 
program into an exciting 
experience.  Each day we 
expose our students to varying 
facets of the criminal justice 
system, and allow for them to 
work realistically, from the 
crime scene to the courtroom 
and beyond. Helping a student 
choose a future CJ profession 
and then advising them on 
their educational and 
vocational pathway is 
incredibly rewarding.  

Leading the way in innovation 



 Law and Public Safety 

Lindsey Danskin, Law and Public Safety 

 
Our Law & Public Safety students are off to an amazing start!  We now offer our full two-year LPS Program at three 
campuses; Marcos de Niza, Mountain Pointe and Desert Vista. To see our students' growth within this program has 
been very encouraging.  These students are our future Law Enforcement Officers, Attorneys, and Forensic Scientists-
and we can assure you, the future is bright!  Upon completion of our LPS Program, the students have the opportunity 
to be First Aid/CPR Certified, Arizona Security Guard Certified, FEMA Certified, and even complete a real-world 
Internship with one of our criminal justice community partners.  
 
Some activities we have participated in so far this fall semester include:  
 
*Inspecting patrol vehicles: Students were tasked with making improvements in the areas of safety and technology.   
 
*Evaluating Campus Safety: Students walked around campus noting unsafe items like broken fencing, disabled 
alarms, and unlocked gates.  They presented solutions to Administration during a class Town Hall.  
  
*Constructing a physical crime scene: Students had to demonstrate an understanding of evidence collection 
techniques, witness questioning and ARS charges (they LOVED building the gory crimes scenes...and were not so 
crazy about completing all the required paperwork for the written reports).   
 
*Filming a Traffic Public Safety Announcement: Students took the many traffic issues around campus and created 
short commercials demonstrating proper behaviors.  
 
Mock Trials: Students prepared/filed legal documents, deposed witnesses and constructed their legal process for both 
Criminal and Civil mock trials.  
 
*Investigating cases: Students have researched both the Jon Benet and Travis Alexander homicide cases. They dove 
deep into the case’s investigation, legal process and corrective consequences.  
 
*Participating in the 9/11 Tower Challenge: Students, alongside hundreds of First Responders, climbed 110 flights of 
stairs in honor of those who gave their lives on September 11, 2001. Special thank you to Tempe PD Detective Tom 
O’Brien (and Marcos SRO) for climbing each and every step with our students!  
 
Looking back, it’s been a BUSY semester! So much more to come.   
 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting year! 
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From the CTE Department... 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 

 
Career and Technical Education 

CAREER DAY WITH 

THE PHOENIX SUNS 

Friday, April 3, 2020 

Time: 9 am—10 pm 

Get to Know Our  
CTE Leader of Learning: 

 
Compadre Academy: Courtney Darby 
Corona del Sol: Mike Lohmann 
Desert Vista:  Pete Manigold 
Marcos de Niza: Krista Carr 
McClintock:  David Taylor 
Mountain Pointe: Tamara Reichert 
Tempe High:  Scott Berren 

 
Get to Know Our  

CTE Program Leads: 
 

Bioscience:   Jeremy Williams 
Business Management:  Tamara Reichert 
Culinary Arts:   Deborah Abley 
Digital Communications: Nicole Davis 
Digital Photography:  Steve Adams 
Early Childhood Education: Jacque Ibsen 
Engineering:   Kate Roman 
Film & TV:   Warren Cole 
Graphics:   Leanne Smith 
Law and Public Safety:  Lindsey Danskin 
Software Development:  Stephen Heiser 
Sports Medicine:  Claudia Costin 
Stagecraft:   Rachel Rosen 
MDN Business Academy: Heather Hunt 
 
 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
Anna Lohmann 
Administrative Assistant 
alohmann@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
Norine Ebright 
CTE Support Specialist (DO) 
nebright@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Teaching & Learning 
Specialist 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
Mel Wendell 
CTE Teaching & Learning 
Specialist 
mwendell@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can 
use to change the world.”  ~ Nelson Mandela 
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